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Dea r  Dr. L e d e r b e r g : 

A  C o m m i tte e  o n  Histor ica l  D o c u m e n ts , recent ly  es tab l i shed  b y  th e  G e n e tics 
S oc i e ty o f Ame r i c a , h a s  se l ec ted  a  l ist o f g e n e ticists w h o s e  p a pe r s  a r e  o r  wi l l  
b e  o f h is to r ica l  impo r t ance  a n d  s hou l d  b e  p rese rved .  Y o u  a r e  o n  th is  list, a n d  
I a m  wr i t ing  o n  b e h a l f o f th e  C o m m i tte e  to  u r g e  y o u  to  ta k e  th e  necessa r y  s teps  
to  i nsu re  th e  safety a n d  fu tu r e  ava i lab i l i ty  o f you r  c o r r e s pondence , n o tes,  a n d  
o th e r  r e l evan t  m a ter ia l .  

Dr. F ink,  S e c r e ta ry  o f th e  G e n e tics S oc i e ty, h a s  p r e p a r e d  a  n o t ice to  m e m -  
be r s  wh i c h  desc r i bes  th e  sort  o f m a te r ia l  wh i c h  s h ou l d  b e  p rese rved .  Y o u  p r ob -  
ab l y  wi l l  b e  r ece i v i ng  a  c opy  o f th i s  d i rect ly  f r om Dr. F ink,  b u t fo r  you r  con -  
v e n i e n ce  I e nc l o se  a  c opy  he rew i th .  

A s  to  th e  m a n n e r  o f p rese rva t i on ,  th i s  obv i ous l y  is s o m e th i n g  y o u  wi l l  w a n t 
to  wo rk  o u t fo r  yourse l f .  Dr. F ink  h a s  s o m e  c o m m e n ts o n  depos i t i o n  i n  h is  n o t ice 
to  m e m b e r s . I pa r t icu la r ly  w o u l d  ca l l  a tte n tio n  to  Dr. F ink 's m e n tio n  o f th e  
A m e r i c a n  Ph i l o soph i ca l  S o c i e ty o f Ph i l a d e l p h i a  a s  a  poss i b l e  depos i to ry .  T h e  
Soc i e ty fo r  s o m e  yea rs  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i tte d  to  th e  p rese rva t i on  o f m a te r ia l  r e l e -  
v a n t to  th e  h is to ry  o f b i o l ogy .  S p a c e  i n  th e  L i b ra ry  o f th e  S oc i e ty h a s  b e e n  
set  a s i d e  fo r  th i s  p u r p o s e , a n d  M r. W h itfie l d  J. Be l l ,  Jr., th e  E x e c u t ive O fficer, 
is act ive ly  c o o p e r a tin g  w i th  th e  C o m m i tte e  o n  Histor ica l  D o c u m e n ts i n  th e  g a the r -  
i n g  o f app r op r i a t e  m a ter ia l .  Dr. S o n n e b o r n  o r  o th e r  m e m b e r s  o f th e  C o m m i tte e  wi l l  
g l ad l y  ass ist  i n  p u ttin g  y o u  i n  to u c h  w i th  M r. Be l l ,  s h ou l d  th e  A m e r i c a n  Ph i l o -  
soph i ca l  S o c i e ty b e  you r  cho i ce  a s  a  depos i to ry .  

P e r h a p s  y o u  wi l l  n o t b e  p r e p a r e d  a s  yet  to  r e ach  a n y  conc l us i on  a s  to  th e  
m a n n e r  o f p rese rva t i on  o f you r  p a p e r s . In  a n y  case ,  I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  to  r ece i ve  
a n d  to  p ass  o n  to  th e  C o m m i tte e  a n  i nd i ca t i on  o f you r  w i l l i ngness  to  ta k e  s uch  . 
s teps  a s  m a y  b e  necessa r y  to  i nsu re  th e  p rese rva t i on  o f let ters a n d  d o c u m e n ts 
th a t wi l l  fo r m  a n  i n d i s pensab l e  pa r t  o f th e  r eco r d  o f g e n e tic h istory.  

S ince re l y  yours ,  

2 1  A tla n tic A v e n u e  
B a r  Ha rob r ,  M E  0 4 6 0 9  

G e o r g e  D . Sne l l ,  P h .D. 
S en i o r  S ta ff S c i e n tist, E m e r i tu s  
T h e  Jackson  L a b o r a to ry  
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Notice to Members of the Genetics Society of America 

All members of the Cccetics Society may be affected by an .:ction taken 

last summer by David Perkins, then Presideut of the Society. !le appointed 

a Committee on Historical irlaterials in recoguiti.on of the importance and 

desirability of taking steps now to assure that future historians of genetics 

wili have abundant source material to documeut the fantastic history of twentieth 

cerltury gene t ic.s . Among other things, historians will. want to ascertain whether, 

and if so to what extent, so-called breakthroughs and revolutions depend upon. the . 

cumulative day-by-day normal progress of scientific inquiry or upon di scontinuorra 

insights Or even luck; the extent to which organi zation and funding aid or impcde 

progress; and perhaps eventually whether there have been i.n our century important s 

discoveries that arc still being largely unappreciated or ignored while awaiting 

future recognition, confirmation: or rediscovery. To answer such questions and I 
1 

others, historians need’not only the documents of outstanding geneticists, but 

also wide coverage of those of lesser lights. 

Both physicists alld biocllemists have set up organizations to stimulate 

preservation of historical materials, to locate and inventory those that are 

deposited, and to make known what materials are available and where. Geneticists 

are now being call& upou to pn-cticipa:e in a comparabTc adventure. ! 

lI1i.s notice is addressed to all of you to urge you not tc) let modesty prevent 

you from cooperating in this’ task and to suggest what you can do non to take part 

in i.t. Older genetTcist.s, rilrclarly iy I-ctiremcnt or approaching it, should first 

of all select an appropriate 3r:pository :;uch as one’s own institution or a national 

archi,ve or li brai-:: such as t/at of the American f?tlilosophical Society (which 

already has a number of such deposits) and then make arrangements for deposition 

of their materi.als, youugcr geneticists should now form or maintain the habit of 

holdi.ng on to their docume;lts with a view to their ‘eventual d+SpOSitiQIl. 
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What sorts of materials should be saved and eventually deposited? As 

results of consultations with historians of science, archivists and librarians, 

we suggest the following kinds of items. 

1. Letters when they contain more than mere family chit-chat and when not 

consciously fabricated or altered 'for the record'. Letters from minor figures 

are held often to be more revealing than guarded letters from major personages. 

Extended exchanges about scientific matters, institutions, personalities and 

extra-scientific matters of c03sequcnce are also important. Letters and eve:: 

scribbles of important geneticists may come to be solely in the hands of others 

on whom their preservation depends. Arrangements can (and perhaps should normally) 

be made to protect the writer and subjects involved for an extended period. The l 

same safeguards can apply as desired to any of the following. 

2. All diaries. 

3. Applications for grant support and annual reports of progress. 

4. Reports on students, research projects, grant proposals, referee reports, 

letters of recommendation. . 

5. Photographs, identified and dated, and other memorabil ia. 
. 

6. Biographical and autobiographical sketches. 

7. Ephemera, crank letters, and unfruitful papers (published or unpublished). 

'Such items may tell a lot about the cultural. setting for scientific research and 

even dead-end research proji3ct s may reveal much about the nature of scientific 

growth. 

8. Documents (letters, minutes, reports) concerning institutions, scientific 

societies, committees and journals. 

9. Complete lists of students, post-does and assistants, especially fran. 

important laboratories, would be enormously useful, 



0 
’ . 

. I I . . 

Notice to Members 
Page 3 

10. Laboratory notebooks. Those of leading geneticists are of course 

the most important to preserve; it may well not be practicable or even desirable 

for all geneticists to deposit their lab data and/or notebooks. 

Unhappily, the papers of most deceased American geneticists, including.some 

of the greatest, have entirely disappeared or almost so. By cooperating with 

this committee, you will help minimize such losses in the future. Your committee 

welcomes opportunities to assist you in any possible way. Through mailings to 

the membership, and annual reports to the Society, we plan to keep you informed 

of the work of the cownittee. Meanwhile we would be grateful to receive your 

colmnent and suggestions. And we absolutely need information about arrangements 

'you have made or intend to make concerning the preservation and deposition of 

your documents and any information you may have about deposition of papers of I 

deceased geneticists, so that we may include all of this in the Survey of Source 

Materials that we intend to publish eventually. 

Committee on Historical Materials 

George W. Beadle 
James F, Crow 
Donald P. Poulson 
Marcus M. Khoadc!:; 
George D. Snell 
Curt Stern, Honorary 
H, Bentley Glass, Vice-Chairman 
Tracy M. Sonneborn, Chairman 
Whitfield J. Bell, Jr., ex officio 
Frederick B, Churchill, ex officio --- 

Send correspondence to: 
Tracy 14. Sonneboru 
Department of Biology 
Indiana University 

~Rlooniingt:on, Indiana 47401 
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